
THE WORK OF THE MEDICAL ADVISORY
BOARDS

To the Editor:\p=m-\Ihave seen the comment in The Journal
(Feb. 23, 1918, p. 541) concerning the work of the medical
advisory boards. As chairman of Board No. 3, Columbia
University Group, I wish to express my appreciation of your
suggestion, and hope that such recognition will be secured.

My particular board would prefer some insignia to wear
and a certificate to put away in a strong box.

Henry E. Hale, M.D., New York.

Queries and Minor Notes

Anonymous Communications and queries on postal cards will not
be noticed. Every letter must contain the writer's name and address,
but these will be omitted, on request.

JOURNAL ON PUBLIC HEALTH
To the Editor:—I am a member of our city board of health. We

have a live city manager at the head of our city affairs, and we ask
you to recommend to us the best journal of public health or city
sanitation. \y. G. Hope, M.D., Albuquerque, N. M.

Answer.—A very good journal for your purpose is the
American Journal of Public Health, the organ of the Amer¬
ican Public Health Association. The Journal may be
addressed at 126 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston. Other
journals printing articles on public health topics are the
Journal of Infectious Diseases, Chicago, and the Journal of
Hygiene, University Press, Cambridge, England. Much
important material on public health matters appears also in
The Journal of the American Medical Association.

METHOD OF WRITING CERTAIN ABBREVIATIONS
To the Editor:—1. Is it correct to write the abbreviations ss, c, s, aa
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this way, or should they be written thus: ss, c, s, aa? The latter
seems absurd.

2. Does the term "s. o. s." written after an order for medication or
treatment mean just once (of whatever ordered) if necessary, or does
it mean just once and repeat once, or does it mean something else?
From the Latin it would seem to mean one dose a time if necessary.

S. B. Blakely, M.D., Binghamton, N. Y.

Answer.—1. The terms aa. ss, c, s and aa, ss, c, s, are
usually written without the lines or dots above the letters,
thus : aa, ss, etc. ; aa is sometimes written ää.

2. The term s. o. s. is an abbreviation for Si opus sit, mean¬
ing "if necessary," "if there be occasion" or "if there be
opportunity." It is sometimes abbreviated si. op. sit.

REMOVAL OF ARGYROL STAINS
To the Editor:—Please state in your "Queries and Minor Notes"

Department the most satisfactory method of removing argyrol stains
from linen, particularly as applied to our hospital laundry.

A. J. Guerinot, M.D., Pittsburgh.
Answer.—Argyrol stains on hands or clothing may be

removed by rubbing with a salt grease, such as bacon grease,
followed by soap and water. Silver stains on towels, etc.,
can readily be removed by the application of dilute solutions
of mercuric chlorid.

_

POTATO AND BRAN BREAD
To the Editor:—What is the nutritional vine oí bread made from

flour composed of potatoes, one fifth, and bran flour, four fifths, as

compared to ordinary white flour bread? What would be the effect
of continued use of this bread? Please do not publish name.

 N. R. W.

Answer.—If one-fifth potatoes and four-fifths ground bran
were used, the resulting substance could hardly be called a
bread. Its nutrition value, weight for weight, would be
much less than that of ordinary white bread. The con¬
tinuous use of such a substance to the exclusion of other
breadstuffs would in time be harmful, owing to the excessive
amount of undigestible bran. This substance would lack
gluten—the structural "steel work" of the bread loaf—and
hence-would not form a pleasing substance. On the other
hand, if by bran flour our correspondent means unbleached

whole wheat flour, then the nutritional value would be essen¬
tially the same, weight for weight, as that for white bread
made from "patent flour." From a standpoint of health, it
would probably be better than white bread. It would contain
a certain, but not excessive, amount of undigestible residue,
certain mineral salts, and would be further enhanced by the
absence of products resulting from artificial bleaching.

HARRISON LAW REGISTRY NUMBER ON PRESCRIPTIONS
To the Editor:—Is it permissible to have the registry number under

the Harrison law printed on one's prescription blank?
F. O. Young, M.D., Lexington, Ky.

Answer.—It is a good plan to have the registry number
under the Harrison law printed on the prescription blank,
as the law requires that the registry number, together with
the physician's name and address, appear on all prescriptions
containing narcotics mentioned in the narcotic law.

INSULATION OF ROENTGEN-RAY TRANSFORMER
To the Editor:—I wish you would tell me whether there is any

vital reason why the roentgen-ray transformer should have the coil
insulated in oil. c Mayfield, M.D., Hutchinson, Kan.

Answer.—The oil is the insulator. For all high tension
work the coil must be oil insulated, otherwise it will short
circuit and burn out. The most effective roentgen-ray work
today is high tension work.

Medical Education and State Boards of
Registration

COMING EXAMINATIONS
Colorado: Denver, April 2. Sec, Dr. David A. Strickler, 612

Empire Bldg., Denver.
Connecticut: New Haven, March 12-13. Sec, Dr. Charles A. Tuttle,New Haven.
Connecticut (II): New Haven, March 12. Sec, Dr. E. C. M. Hau,

82 Grand Ave., New Haven, Conn.
District of Columbia:'Washington, April 9-11. Sec, Dr. Edgar P.

Copeland, The Rockingham, Washington.Idaho: Pocatello, April 2-3. Sec, Dr. Ray H. Fisher, Rigly.Illinois: Chicago, March 25-26. Mr. F. C. Dodds, Supt, of Regis¬tration, Springfield.
Maine: Portland, March 12-13. Sec, Dr. Frank W. Searle, 776

Congress St., Portland.
Massachusetts : Boston, March 12-14. Sec, Dr. Waller P. Bovvers,Room 501, No. 1 Beacon St.. Boston.
Minnesota: Minneapolis, April 2-4. Sec, Dr. Thomas McDavitt, 741

Lowry Bldg., St. Paul.
Missouri: St. Louis, March 19-21. Sec, Dr. George H. Jones, Capi¬tol Bldg-, Jefferson City.
Montana: Helena, April 2. Sec, Dr. S. A. Cooney, 205 Powet

Bldg., Helena.
New Mexico: Santa Fe, April 8. Sec, Dr. R. K. McCIanahan, Ea*t

Las Vegas.Oklahoma: Oklahoma City, April 9-10. Sec, Dr. J. J. Williams.
Weatherford.

Rhode Island: Providence, April 4-5. Sec, Dr. B. U. Richards,
State House, Providence.

Utah: Silt Lake City, April 1-2. Sec, Dr. G. F. Harding, 407
Templeton Bldg., Salt Lake City.

Idaho April Examination
Dr. Charles A. Dettman, secretary of the Idaho State Board

of Medical Examiners, reports the written examination
held at Boise, April 2-4, 1917. The examination covered 11
subjects and included 110 questions. An average of 75 per
cent, was required to pass. Ten candidates were examined,
including 1 osteopath, all of whom passed. Five candidates
were licensed through reciprocity. The following colleges
were represented :

Year Per
College passed Gra(1< Cent

College of Physicians and Surgeons, Chicago .(1902) 83
Northwestern LTniversity .(1913) 79
Rush Medical College .(1915) 86; (1916) 85
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Keokuk .(1873) 75
State University of Iowa College of Med.(1903) 81
Jefferson Medical College .(1914) 84
University of Pennsylvania .(1914) 87
Sewanee Medical College .(1909) 82

Year Reciproci)  
College licensed through reciprocity Grad. wjth

'Northwestern University .(1912) Utah
Ellsworth Medical College .(1900) UtahJohn A. Creighton Medical College .(1914) Utah
Columbia University .(1916) UtahJefferson Medical College .(1908) Utah
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